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September is here with all the hints of fall just around the corner. But this fall is definitely one that will 
be very different. Conventions, football, fairs, festivals, and many other fall activities have been cancelled 
or changed drastically. And even with all these changes we are still having our first meeting of the year! 
I am honored to be your president and look with optimism toward 2020-2021. We as a chapter will 
faithfully continue the work begun by our charter members, even in these tumultuous times. I am always 
impressed by the amazing things our members do throughout the year, even with the COVID–19 
pandemic. When we meet on Thursday, September 17th, I look forward to hearing many of our 
accomplishments from last year and sharing my chapter goals for this year. We will continue to keep 
Mollie Moore Davis 217 one of the greatest chapters in Texas! 

This year has been very trying for all who love our Confederate heritage. It is sad to see so much 
misinformation which leads to misunderstanding. This is why it is extremely important for us as UDC 
members to learn more about our Southern history and be able to defend it with facts and truths. Coming 
to our chapter meetings, reading our newsletters, books and articles about the Confederacy, and doing 
your own research all give us an advantage over those who simply take what they hear as being factual. 
We all must work harder than ever to preserve our heritage for future generations. 

We must also fight the 1619 Project, which is being proposed as curriculum in our public schools. The 

1619 Project is an ongoing project developed by The New York Times Magazine in 2019 which "aims to 
reframe the country’s history by changing the founding date of America from July 4, 1776 to August 
20, 1619. The project was timed for the 400th anniversary of the arrival of the first 20 enslaved Africans 
in the Virginia colony in 1619, and suggests that this date represents the "nation's birth year”. The 
Pulitzer Center has created a curriculum for teachers of all grade levels. The current riots and 
movement to erase America's history are exactly in line with the New York Times' "1619 Project," 
which argues that America was rotten at its beginning, and that slavery and systemic racism are the 
roots of everything from capitalism to our lack of universal health care. "The “1619 Project” 
desperately wants to pass itself off as legitimate history. We must be diligent in our endeavors to teach 
present and future generations the basic facts about our TRUE American history. 
 

I look forward to seeing everyone on the 17th! 
 
Remembering and respecting our ancestors, 
Patty Williams, President 
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Ladies, 
I know you all have heard me say that I love reading old Minutes like others 
read novels. Well, just last night I was reading the 1918 Minutes and found 
the following notation:  
1918 Report of the President General, Miss Mary B. Poppanheim  

…Owing to the prevailing influenza that has swept the United States from ocean to 
ocean in October and November 1918, the Kentucky State Board of Health, on 
October 17, established a State wide quarantine, and in consequence our regular 
Annual General Convention, scheduled by our Constitution to take place November 
12-16, 1918, and completely arranged for at that date, was indefinitely postponed by 

our President General on October 23……. 
The 1918 General Executive Committee ended up meeting at Charleston, S.C. to conduct business and 
the Convention was postponed until the following April.  

Then this morning I received a call from the hotel in Richmond where our Convention is being planned. 
The sales representative with whom we have been communicating notified me that her corporate office 
was cancelling all meetings in all hotels due to liabilities caused by Covid-19. So, once again our 
convention is in question. After much discussion and consideration, I must announce that our 2020 
Convention will fall into full Emergency Bylaws with the GEC only meeting to manage business.  

In reality this may be the best way to proceed to ensure the safety of all our members. The complication 
is the need to elect General Officers for the 2020-2022 term.  

In the past two weeks I have been working with the Credential Committee, the GEC and the 
Parliamentarian to come up with a voting procedure that will assure the fairest voting process that can 
be utilized at this point. I will be sharing that in another e-mail.  

At this point all I can ask for is prayers for us to have the wisdom to conduct business in a manner that 
would make our ancestors proud and to try to hang on until the world calms down.  

Nelma Crutcher 
President General 2018-2020  

“Education is the Key” 
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Dear Daughters, 

I had to make an exceedingly difficult decision to cancel our Convention in 
Houston this year. We have less than 100 members who have registered 
and that makes it financially impossible to hold a Convention. All checks 
that have been mailed to Convention Treasurer, Cynthia Pigozzi, will be 
destroyed and all money through PayPal will be refunded. 

We will, however, hold a Zoom Convention. If you are a Delegate, you 
MUST register for Convention to receive your badge and ribbon. We must 
have your email address so these can be sent to you. You do not need to 
register for anything except Convention, and there is no cost. 

We are working on the preparations for this and will send out the instructions via the Yahoo Group 
email system. We will also email a Condensed Convention Schedule and a Convention Program that 
you will be able to download and/or print. 

Please be patient as we work through this process. 

Thank you, 

Dorothy Norred 
President 
Texas Division UDC 
2018-2020 
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4 

Friendly Reminders for 

Meetings and Members 

1. UDC DRESS CODE for all 
meeting is Business/Church 
Attire. Never denim or jeans, t-
shirts, or overly revealing tops. 

2. NO CELL PHONES “ON” at 
meetings. We must all remember 
our manners. 

3. NO SHARING of Mollie Moore 
Davis 217 business information 
with anyone not in our chapter. 
Our Membership Information is 
PRIVATE and is not to be shared 
publicly or on social media. 
Information is solely used for 
Mollie Moore Davis 217 & UDC 
purposes.  

MMD 217 Item donated to Texas Division Silent Auction 
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Augusta Chronicle 

Sunday, Nov 12, 1899 

Augusta, GA 

Page:1 

 UDC History 
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1900 United Daughters of the 
Confederacy 

In 1884 or 1885, Varina Howell Davis, seated at 
right, sat for a portrait with her family at their 
home, Beavoir, in Mississippi. Her companions, from 
left Varina Howell Davis Hayes, Margaret Davis 
Hayes, Lucy White Hayes, Jefferson Davis, and 
unidentified servant, Varina Howell Davis, and 
Jefferson Davis Hayes. (Edward L. Wilson via 
Library of Congress) 
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Hello Ladies of Mollie Moore Davis!! 
 
As the summer is ending, our UDC is starting back up!! 2020 has made this year look very different; 
however, I am encouraged because the blood of my Confederate veteran flows through my veins!! I can 
persevere during hard times. Our Chapter worked hard during the previous year through those 
hardship: 
-we postponed our annual BBQ, but it was amazing at the rescheduled August date 
 
-we could not memorialize our veterans in April, but our members placed flags on Confederate graves 
to bring honor to their memories 
 
-we checked in on our members to ensure they and their families were well 
 
-we worked together to have meetings, when it was safe to meet again 
 
-we granted scholarships to students with Confederate lineage 
 
-we had people wanting to tear down all monuments, but several across Texas have stayed!!! 
 
Yes, it was a very unusual year, but we prevailed!! Our new year starts with similar shadows on our 
UDC world. We will KEEP working as we have to ensure that our valiant soldiers are not forgotten, see 
our organizational objectives are met, grow with new members and press forward to keep our Chapter 
as one of the best... wait... THE best in Texas. 
 
Chapter delegates, please ensure you are watching for the instructions to ensure you will be able to be 
declared eligible and registered to vote with the ZOOM Convention platform. Every voice counts 
during this election year. 
 
It may sound crazy but I am looking forward to 20-21!! 
UDC Love, Tami 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Chapter Current News 

Texas Monuments Saved: Victoria, Longview, Marshall, Weatherford 
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While our President General Nelda Crutcher reminded us that “Education is the Key”, we strived to 
continue that education by providing programs to give insight into what the Confederacy was all about. 
This past spring and summer may have afforded you an opportunity to read and study on your own.  
But it is time to get back working together as a team doing all sorts of good things as we have that 
fellowship with and support of one another.  
President General also emphasized that we take the opportunity to honor all veterans and civilians who 
put their lives on hold to protect us daily. She encourages participation in volunteering to support our 
veterans and other civic personnel.  The service given by our ancestors needs to be taught and 
remembered just as we acknowledge those who have served and are serving here at home and overseas. 
Without our ancestors’ love for the “Cause”, we would not be here to continue to show our love to others.   

Continue to remember those who are presently serving in active duty!  Send cards and other tokens of 
appreciation to them.  Jarrett, a Marine, is the grandson of Loretta Tomlin and Kaitlynd, Air Force Special 
Services, is a cousin of mine.  Since they are both stationed state side (California and Alaska), postage is 
not extra.  Let’s continue to show our support to those who support us!          

Jarrett Frye 
211 Brooks St. #9000 
Unit 508 
Oceanside CA 92051 
 
Burmaster, Kaitlynd 
7053 Chennault Ave Unit 1577 
JBER AFB 99506 

 

   
President General also encourages us to participate in benevolent endeavors. As you have known for over 
a year now, making the little pillowcase dresses for Samaritan’s Purse has been a focus for a few of us-
whether it was actually making the dresses, furnishing the pillowcases, sewing notions or help with the 
postage to send these dresses to the Franklin Graham endeavors in North Carolina. For the last two 
months, a wonderful volunteer has come forward and actually made over 35 dresses! Since she is 
furnishing some of the supplies herself, I told her that I would ask you to donate any bias tape (½ inch 
double fold or 1-inch single fold) —pieces or packages—any colors—that you may have on hand that you 
no longer need. We are also seeking another couple of avenues of distribution—Mercy Ships and 
Hurricane Laura refugees—because our “seamstress” is making even more! She has a friend in Arizona 
who is also making them. So, this kind gesture carries on across states just like making of the mats for the 
homeless.        Thank you for your participation and kind endeavors. 

Susan Bradley Newman, 2nd Vice President   

 

 

 

 

 Chapter Current News  Chapter Current News 
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September is full of events whether they are only for a day, a week or month.   

Baby Safety Month is an annual designation observed in September.  Every year Baby Safety Month 
features a special area of focus. Make sure your baby is safe and remember the children riding in the back 
seat of the car, don’t leave them in an extremely hot vehicle. 

HISTORY 

The Juvenile Products Manufacturers Association founded Baby Safety Month in 1983. Originally 
known as “Expectant Mother’s Day”, over the years the celebration has grown into a full month of 
information, education and focus on infant safety. 

It is also Better Breakfast Month.  This can mean different foods for each family.  Some families think of 
eggs, bacon, toast, while others like to keep it simple with cereal, milk, and fruit.  Breakfast can be 
anything you want it to be, but a healthy meal before school starts promotes healthy eating and 
provides vitamins and minerals needed for energy. 

September is Fall Hat Month.  Many children and adults of all ages enjoy wearing hats.  Have fun in 
choosing one that feels good and looks good on you! 

Children, adults of all ages observe Intergeneration month in September.  Plan an event with members 
of your family.  Even though our ancestors aren’t alive, find out about their family events such as the 
games played, songs they sang, and other fun facts. Did you know that Grandparents’ Day is the first 
Sunday after Labor Day? 

Although the children of UDC are young, find ways to spend time celebrating one or more of the above 
events or better yet, one of yours. 

Resource:  National Day Calendar (https://nationaldaycalendar.com/september-monthly-
observances/ 

Karen Beavers, 3rd Vice President 
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Hello daughters, 
It is hard to believe it is already September! I am excited about starting our 2020-2021 year, and hope 
that everyone is doing well amid the pandemic. It was good to see most of you at the MMD Birthday 
celebration early last month, just another reminder how crazy this year has been! 
Just a reminder - dues need to be paid as soon as possible. Several of you have already paid, and 
remaining notices will be sent out ASAP. At the September meeting I will be covering the planned 
budget for 2020-2021 as well as a recap of 2019-2020. I will also have final numbers from the BBQ 
celebration. Additionally, I’ll take any dues that still need to be paid. 
I am really excited for the new year. I am sure it will be challenging as we continue to practice social 
distancing, but we have become really creative and are learning to work around it... including having 
our first board meeting via Zoom! I look forward to seeing everyone at the meeting! 
 
Michelle Threadgill, Treasurer 

 

 

 
It has been a long time since we have been able to attend a regular UDC meeting.  In the meantime, 
some members have had health issues or family members with health problems in which we may not 
have known.  Prayers have gone up for all our members and prayers continue for the evil virus to end 
soon.  There are two members that have shared information. Beverly Wait is having surgery September 
15 and Cynthia Harman, her husband and son all have COVID.  Our prayers and thoughts are with 
them all.  It will be good when we can all get back to a normal way of life.  These are strange times we 
are now living.  Historical records may look back at this time to tell about so many that died and so 
many that survived.  What will our descendants think about how we fared during this crisis just as we 
look back to our ancestor's time when they survived past pandemics and the many wars.  They had fear 
of the unknown.  This sounds familiar, yet because of their resilience and strength, we are here today. 
We are proud members of the UDC and we are strong because our ancestors were strong.  Be brave, 
take heart, trust in God and we will get through this unusual time in our American history. 
 
Quotes from the past: 
"Courage isn't having the strength to go on, it is going on when you don't have the strength." 
Napoleon Bonaparte 
 
"You gain strength, courage, and confidence by every experience in which you really stop to look fear in 
the face.  You are able to say to yourself, 'I lived through this horror.  I can take the next thing that 
comes along'." 
Eleanor Roosevelt 
 
"God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble." 
Psalm 46:1 King James 
 
Paula Warren, Chaplain 

8  9 
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I was truly honored to present three Military Service Awards at our Mollie Moore Davis Birthday & 
Anniversary Celebration last month!  While we can never repay those who serve our country, it is very 
special when we can recognize them and thank them.   And UDC does this while recognizing the 
sacrifices of their Confederate ancestors.  When the awards are presented, part of the UDC Ritual 
includes the words "Fortes creantur fortibus" which means "the brave beget the brave".  That phrase is 
perfect these awards. 
 
The following awards were presented: 

    Cross of Military Service – World War II (Posthumous Award) - Robert Kelsie Wooten (U.S. 
Army); Ancestor - Balus Earls Sivils (Mississippi, CSA) (Jennifer Plato's grandfather) 

    National Defense Medal – Vietnam Conflict - David Leslie Wooten (U.S. Army); Ancestor - Balus 
Earls Sivils (Mississippi, CSA) (Jennifer Plato's father)  

    Certificate of Appreciation - Tina Caplinger Knox (U.S. Army); Ancestor - Joseph Gaynor A. 
Carraway (North Carolina, CSA) (Tina is a member of Mollie Moore Davis 217)  
 
Please contact me if you have a family member or friend who served our country and who had a 
Confederate ancestor.  We want to continue to recognize veterans at future events. 
 
Love to all, 
Paula Patterson, Recorder of Military Service Awards  
 

  

 Chapter Current News 

Paula Patterson, David Leslie Wooten, and Sarah Beene Paula Patterson, Tina Caplinger Knox, and Sarah Beene 
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 Historical Content 

In Their Own Words: Southern Cockades 
1861-1865  

 
“When the secession crisis broke out in 1860, 
political feeling was running high in both the 
North and the South. Cockades, the “political 
buttons” of the past, were worn all over the states 
to proclaim the wearer’s views. Cockades and 
badges were so widespread that diaries and 
newspapers of the times mention them over and 
over. Many people were photographed wearing 
their emblems and some cockades were saved for 
future generations to treasure. 
 
Cockades were often handmade by the ladies. 
Merchants also offered them and many 
advertisements for cockades and badges can be 
found in old newspapers. The rosette-style 
cockades were often created out of silk ribbon. 
However, there is documentation for many other 
cockade materials as well, such as cotton, wool, 
paper, and palmetto. Center emblems were 
frequently used and there is rich variety in them 
too. Spangles, stars, military buttons, tintype 
photo buttons, cotton, corn, and pine cones were 
all used, as well as slogans and small flag 
replicas. 
 
Cockades were worn by every strata of society. 
Men, women, and children, rich or poor, black or 
white – all put on these political badges. Rich 
folks might buy a cockade ready-made from a 
merchant (average prices 25-50 cents). Poorer 
folks might make do with a simple paper slogan. 
And hundreds of cockades were proudly 
handmade by wives, daughters and sweethearts, 
regardless of income level.” 

~Heather Sheen 
www.creativecockades.com  

http://www.creativecockades.com/
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UDC Strong 
 

In spite of everything 2020 has thrown at us, Mollie Moore Davis 217 is 

still going strong. We followed CDC guidelines and safety precautions for a wonderful Barbeque and 

Awards luncheon in August. These distractions did not diminish the generosity of our members and 

guests. We set a new chapter record for money raised to fund scholarships and continued support of 

worthy UDC causes.  

Our speaker, Teresa Roane, UDC Archivist, gave a heartfelt speech concerning the removal of 

monuments across our nation. She was also able to update the audience on the state of the UDC 

Memorial Building in Richmond, Virginia, after the rioting and vandalism. 

During such trying times, I have often found myself reflecting upon the resiliency of our founding UDC 

members. They endured numerous trials and tribulations throughout the years. The removal and 

defacing of monuments will not keep us from remembering and respecting our Southern ancestors. The 

world can destroy physical items, but we will continue to positively present to others the true legacy of 

the Confederacy, which will live on in the hearts of generations to come. The current women of the UDC 

must continue to honor the heritage that is our birthright. We are strong women who will prevail 

despite the uncertain times ahead. 

I consider it a privilege to be a great, great, great granddaughter of Confederate soldiers with a strong 

and steadfast love of God, family and country. We are UDC strong and we will persevere! 

“Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God” ~ Corrie ten Boom 

In UDC love, 

Patty Williams, Editor                                    Book Review 

                                                           Papa was a Boy in Gray 
         Written By: Mary W. Schaller 
 
In Papa Was A Boy in Gray, Mary Schaller finds a wonderfully fresh way to 
tell a familiar story. Interviewing “real daughters” of Confederate soldiers, 
she taps a rich and relatively neglected vein of Confederate first hand history. 
This history has all but disappeared. This unique collection contains vivid 
and quite human reminiscences told by daughters of Confederate soldiers. 
Compiled over a seven-year period, this is a deserving tribute to our 
courageous Confederate ancestors. 
 
I personally recommend this book. I felt as if I was actually talking to a “real 
daughter” and they were telling me about their father. Thankfully, we have a 
book that retells the Confederate soldier’s story so eloquently. 
 
Links for purchase: 
https://www.amazon.com/Papa-Was-Gray-Mary-Schaller/dp/B01JXRAVSQ  

 
https://www.abebooks.com/9781577470687/Papa-Boy-Gray-Schaller-Mary-
1577470680/plp  

12 

 Editorial 

https://www.amazon.com/Papa-Was-Gray-Mary-Schaller/dp/B01JXRAVSQ
https://www.abebooks.com/9781577470687/Papa-Boy-Gray-Schaller-Mary-1577470680/plp
https://www.abebooks.com/9781577470687/Papa-Boy-Gray-Schaller-Mary-1577470680/plp


                                                                                    

Volume 21, Issue 1 “Think, Love, Pray, Dare, Live” September 2020 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

9 
11 

13 
14 15 12 13 

 Chapter Current News 

Dorothy Norred, 
Texas Division President 

Teresa Roane,  
 UDC Archivist 

Lois Lowe, Nancy Brantley, Tami Hurley 

Sarah Beene and Tami Hurley 

Sarah Beene, Michelle Threadgill, Paula 
Patterson, and Patty Williams 

Front: Dolores Bain, Susan Newton, Tina Know, Patty Williams, Lois Davidson, Teresa Roane 
Back: Loretta Tomlin, Susan Newman, Jennifer Plato, Nancy Walker, Paula Patterson, 

 Tami Hurley, Sarah Beene, Sharon Logan, Carol Harder 
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Record of Service 2020-2021 September 2020 

    

Benevolant   

Donations - Time/Talent (not church)   

Donation of Items and Value   

Monitary Donations   

Other Donations   

    

Confederate Flags   

Purchased (Any Item with Confederate flag)   

Confederate flags placed on graves by member   

Confederate flag Flown/Displayed by member (# of days)   

Other   

Heritage Preservation   

Letters/call/emails   

    

Randolph Relief/Real Daughters   

Cards to RR members (#) or ($)   

Cards to Real Daughters (#) or ($)   

Cards to UDC members   

    

Patriotic Activities   

Citizenship/Naturalization Hours or $   

US flag flown outside of home   

Services to active duty military (ex.care packages)   

Cards/letters to active duty military    

Any other patriotic activity   

    

Southern Literature  The literature and arts must relate to the South during 
the period of the Confederacy, either wartime or pre- and post-war years.    

Books read - Fiction, Non-Fiction, Poetry   

Southern books donated   

Textbooks Reviewed   

Texas or US (form available)   

   

UDC Mettings/Events   

Mollie Moore Davis Meetings/Events   

Other UDC chapter events   

UDC Conventions/Forums/Events   

    

Visits/Pictures Taken   

Monuments/Memorial Markers    

Confederate Sites   

    

Other Activities   

Hours of Genealogical research (personal or others)   
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Opinions expressed by individual 
writers are their own and do not 

necessarily reflect official positions 
of the organization. 
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September 17  Chapter Business Meeting – Welcome Back 
   10:00 AM  
   5309 Rhones Quarter Road, Tyler, Texas 

 
October 1-4 Texas Division Convention 

Virtual Convention via Zoom 
 

October 15      Chapter Business Meeting  
   10:00 AM  
   5309 Rhones Quarter Road, Tyler, Texas 
 

    


