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As I have been preparing my talk for this month's meeting, I have 
looked on-line for information about my topic. In doing so, I have found 
references from books that I have never heard of. Of course, many 
books have been written over the years about "The War", but most were 
from the Northern point of view. However, I understand that has 
changed greatly in recent years. All of us need to read as much as 
possible about this era, not only for our own benefit, but also to prepare 
us to defend our point of view and that of our ancestors. As those of 
you who are able to attend our meetings know, we now have a small 
lending library for our members. Some books belong to the chapter, but 
most have been loaned by our members. Many of my favorites are 
included in these. We will be adding to this collection as time goes by 
and I have ordered several that I found as I worked on my topic. 
Perhaps you would like to put some books on your wish list this 
Christmas, or give a book to a friend or family member. Some of my 
personal favorites which you might consider are:  

 
THE REAL LINCOLN by Robert DiLorenzo 
 
ALL THE DARING OF THE SOLDIER; Women of the Civil War Armies by Elizabeth D. Leonard 
 
WAS JEFFERSON DAVIS RIGHT? by James and Walter Kennedy 
 
CONFEDERATE HEROINES by Thomas P. Lowry 
 
A SOUTHERN WOMAN'S STORY by Phoebe Yates Pember 
                                                             
THE WOMEN'S WAR IN THE SOUTH edited by Charles G. Waugh 
and Martin H. Greenberg 
 
 SOUTHERN BY THE GRACE OF GOD by Michael Andrew 
Grissom 
 
WAR CRIMES AGAINST SOUTHERN CIVILIANS by Walter Brian Cisco 
 
Let's all make a New Year's Resolution to read at least six Southern books in 2019! 
Sarah Beene, President  
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New General Officers were elected at the General Convention, and I 

encourage each member to support our new President General and her 

Executive Committee, for their success depends on your support. There can 

be no doubt that challenges will come, but I know that they will be able to 

meet them. Thank you for the honor and privilege to serve you as 

President General. Together we have stood “United in Service” to 

accomplish the Objects of our Organization. We live in an ever-changing 

world, however, and our members will do what they have always done 

and that is to make adjustments so that they can continue to meet the Objects of our Organization in the 

knowledge and truth of who we are why we exist.  

Patricia M. Bryson 

President General 2016-2018 
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I would like to thank you for electing me your Texas Division President. Little did I know just how much 
work I had ahead of me this first month in office. I want to thank everyone for the help you have given 
me and the patience you have shown. Getting Division Committees filled with chairmen and members 
was a daunting task and I thank all of you for stepping up to fill these very important committees. 

Please consider ordering a General Minutes Book, it has a wealth of information about our organization 
and the work we are doing. Also, consider ordering a Division Minutes book. Our Division Minutes Book 
contains the names and contact information for all Division officers, General officers 

Presidents and officers. It contains the reports of the work our Division has done this past year.  Forum 
will be held on February 2, 2019 in Killeen, Texas. The Hotel information and meeting registration is 
included in this newsletter.  

Districts will begin having their workshops soon, so watch for their announcements and plan to at-tend 
and support your District.  

Mini-workshops are in the planning stage and we hope to have 4 this year. If you would like to host a 
mini-workshop in your area, please contact me or Dickie Gerig.   

Presidents Project – I am hoping to have my pins available for purchase at Forum. My project is the R.I.S.E. 
program of the Gary Sinise Foundation. (Yes, I will try to get Gary to attend our convention in 2020) 

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and let’s not forget those that are less fortunate. If you are traveling 
through the holidays, may God be with you on your journey and bring you safely home again. 

 

In UDC love, 

Dorothy Norred  

Texas Division, President  

2018 - 2020 

 

 

 

 

Charitable items needed:  used Christmas cards, plastic grocery bags (used for sleeping mats), used 
postage stamps, pillowcases, and any lace, elastic or trim for decorating the pillowcase dresses. 
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Hi All!! 
The Christmas Holidays are upon us!!! The cool air, Christmas lights and wonderful times to fellowship 
with family and friends. Lots of opportunities to sneak Confederate history into the holiday. I have 
included this 150+ year old cookie recipe... Yummy goodness!! 
 
Tami Hurley, Vice President 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hello Daughters, 

I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving. Cynthia presented a great program during our meeting on 
Thanksgiving during the war, and it really put things in prespective for me. I know it was such a 
blessing to spend time with my family in my home… with plenty of food, fellowship and laughter. I 
cannot fathom the hardships experianced during the war, and it made me appreciate the day even 
more! 

2017 reports have been finalized and sent in for our chapter. I will be send in per capita once I receive 
the report from our Division Treasurer. Scholarship checks have been sent out for our 2 amazing 
recipients, congrats Cole & Victoria. Additionally, a donation was made in honor of Sue Fruge’ to the 
American Cancer Society as per her families wishes.  

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the December meeting.   

Michelle Threadgill, Treasurer 

 Chapter Current News 
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The holiday season that begins in the fall activates thinking of the autumn of our own lives.  Emotions 
peek.  Memories are recalled.  Sharing stories that have been in the families are recalled.  Many have 
been told before but it seems that some new ones always surface.  The younger family members may be 
intrigued and question the stories asking “who?”, “where?” and “why?”.  And, those even younger 
ones are not interested at all in the “old days” of the senior adults!   

Listening to the music of bygone days and seeing some of the old Christmas card motifs also bring back 
memories.  Some are simply relived in silence; some can be shared with others that may relate who 
happen to be in the same age range.   But whatever our experiences have been and whatever memories 
could be shared, we need to record them in some fashion if they are to be archived.   

Let’s educate our own family members and others every chance we get about our heritage including 
what we have learned about the Confederacy.  We are the link to that heritage that our youth will be 
able to share with their offspring. Supporting our youth by education and scholarships will help show 
them that we are proud of our ancestors who paved the way for us.  Be generous with your 
commitment to education through the UDC.                

Susan Bradley Newman, 2nd Vice President  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Five Generations of Strong Southern Women 

Christmas Memories 
 
 
 

 Chapter Current News 
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Here we are approaching the most wonderful time of the year.  It is Christmas with many thoughts and 
prayers for all Mollie Moore Davis members to stay well.  As for me and my family, we have all 
endured the awful cold as many of you have reported as also having this illness. 
There should be joy this time of year, however, that is not always the case.  One of my second cousins 
passed last week and our dear Lois Davidson's son also passed last month.  We do lift up our members 
in prayer.  The scripture of prophecy comes to mind. 
Isaiah 9:6-7  NIV 
"For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his 
government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever." 

 
Did you know that there was actually a law that banned 
Christmas?  On December 25th, 1620, the first Christmas spent in 
the New World by the Mayflower Pilgrims, was devoted to hard 
labor.  The Pilgrims utilized all their holiday energies felling 
trees.  They did this in order to avoid any frivolity on the day that 
was sometimes called Christmas. The Pilgrims interpreted the 
Bible literally, and nothing in the Scriptures mentioned having a 
good time at Christmas.  While the rest of the Christian world 
celebrate the Lord's birthday, the Pilgrims chopped 

wood.  Governor William Bradford had to reprimand several of the colonists who took Christmas Day 
off to play games and other sports.  On May 11, 1659, in the Massachusetts Bay Colony, the colonial 
legislature made Christmas illegal: "Whosoever shall be found observing any such day as Christmas 
shall pay for every offense five shillings," read the law.  One stern judge, Samuel Sewall, proclaimed that 
people who made mince pie, or plum pudding over the holiday period would surely be "cursed by God 
for all eternity."  This all seems rather harsh, but they thought that this was an association with pagan 
festivals of early times. The Pilgrims went so far as to outlaw the color green.  Pilgrim preachers used 
their pulpits to strongly denounce holly and ivy as "seditious badges" which were always to be looked 
upon as unmistakable signs of the devil at work.  The banning of Christmas stayed in effect in 
Massachusetts until 1681.  Christmas could finally be celebrated without dire consequences in the 
Massachusetts colony.  Yet the Pilgrim chill on the holiday persisted for another 175 years.  Children in 
that area of New England were still made to attend school on Christmas Day. This rule applied up until 
1856 when young and old could finally enjoy Christmas in New England.  This law was abandoned 
only 5 years before the War Between the States.   
 
Merry Christmas and God Bless 
Paula Warren 
Chaplain 
 
Article information taken from Modern Maturity, 1984 
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Our very capable newsletter editor has chastised me for not submitting an article for our newsletter, so I 
am correcting that situation.  I will be writing a column called “Quiz Yourself” so that you can test your 
knowledge of parliamentary procedures and maybe, in the process, learn something new. 

QUIZ YOURSELF 

If the make of a motion does not immediately claim the floor in debate (which is his/her right) but later 
rises to speak to the issue, does she/he have priority of recognition over others at that time who are also 
rising to speak? 

What say you? 

The answer from Roberts Rules of Order Newly Revised 11th edition: 

(p. 31, II. 1-3) “If the member who made the motion claims the floor and has not already spoken on the 
question, he is entitled to be recognized in preference to other members.” 

 So, it appears that if the member making the motion wishes to debate the question, she/he may 
obviously be given the floor to debate FIRST – but should also be given recognition later in the debate if 
she/he had not requested (or been given) the first opportunity to debate.  This principle is also noted on 
p. 379. II. 10-13, if you would like to check further. 

Reta Brand, Parliamentarian 

 
 
 
The Power of Traditions and Remembering 

 
The power of tradition is never more apparent than at this time of year when the winter holidays 
become the main focus. And while many traditions are steeped in spiritual beliefs, it seems even more 
come from the rituals established within our own families…however you may define “family”. 
 

1. Continuing our family traditions – ex. Baking cookies for Santa 
2. Everyone deserves to be remembered – ex. watching old family movies or looking at family 

pictures 
3. Brings us closer to our relatives – both living and deceased – ex. Taking family pictures, 

especially multiple generation pictures or visiting a family grave 
4. It helps us to understand who we are. – ex. All share favorite Christmas memories 
5.  Establishing new traditions – ex. New Christmas pajamas and family movie night 

 
Our family tradition was to always make reindeer food with our girls. The tradition is now being 
carried on by our grandkids. Hope your holidays are filled with love and your own family traditions.  
 
Merry Christmas! 
Patty Williams, Editor 
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Benedette Brace “Benita” Moore Tobin 

President, Texas Division, United Daughters 
of the Confederacy - (29 Nov 1899 - 05 Apr 
1901) (died in office)  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Article: 
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Houston Post Sunday, Dec 17, 1899 Houston, TX Vol: XVTH 
YEAR Page: 30 
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Location for December Meeting 
 
Home of Carol Kehl 
2322 South Chilton Ave. 
Tyler, Texas 
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 “Will Christmas Ever Be the Same?” 
 
In December 1862, the city of Fredericksburg found itself in the crossfire of the armies of Lee and 
Burnside.   With armies on either side of it, Fredericksburg braced itself for the storm.  For five days in 
mid-December, the town would undergo a succession of horrors 
rarely matched during the Civil War. 
 
Eye-Witness Account: Fanny White, age 10  
“All was bustle and confusion.  I suppose there were several 
hundred refugees there.  Some were cooking outside in genuine 
gypsy fashion, and those who were infirm or sick were trying to get 
some rest in the cold, bare church.  The leafless trees, through which 
the winter wind sobbed mournfully, the scattered groups seen through the smoke of numerous fires, 
and the road, upon which passed constantly back and forth ambulances and wagons full of wounded 
soldiers, presented a gloomy and saddening spectacle.”    (Fanny White) 

“They urged my mother to take her children and fly at once from the town.  After resisting until the 
gentlemen in despair were almost ready to drag her from her dangerous situation, she finally consented 
to leave.  The wildest confusion now reigned…but the gentlemen insisted so that we had only time to 
save our lives, that they would not even let my mother go back into the house to get her purse or a 
single valuable.  So we started just as we were; my wrapping, I remember, was an old ironing blanket, 
with a large hole burnt in the middle.  I never did find out whether Aunt B. ever got her clothes on, for 
she stalked ahead of us, wrapped in a pure white counterpane, a tall, ghostly looking figure, who 
seemed to glide with incredible rapidity over the frozen ground.” (Fanny White)  
 

When the defeated Union army retreated on December 15, it 
left behind a scene that alternately numbed and enraged 
those who witnessed it. Young Fanny White described her 
home on Charles Street: 

"What a scene met our eyes! Our pretty garden was strewn 
with cannon balls and pieces of broken shells, limbs knocked 
off the trees, and the grape arbor a perfect wreck. The house 
had been damaged considerably; several large holes were 
torn through it, both front and back. One [of our] rooms was 
piled more than halfway to the ceiling with feathers from 

beds ripped open, every mirror had been run through with a bayonet, a panel of each door cut out, 
furniture nearly all broken up, the china broken to bits, and everything of value taken away…. Mother 
cleaned up the house and got enough furniture together for one room, where we all stayed that winter." 

Fredericksburg was the first American city to be consumed by civil war. 
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Record of Service 2018-2019 December 2018 
    
Benevolant   
Donations - Time/Talent (not church)   
Donation of Items and Value   
Monitary Donations   
Other Donations   
    
Confederate Flags   
Purchased (Any Item with Confederate flag)   
Confederate flags placed on graves by member   
Confederate flag Flown/Displayed by member (# of days)   
Other   
Heritage Preservation   
Letters/call/emails   
    
Randolph Relief/Real Daughters   
Cards to RR members (#) or ($)   
Cards to Real Daughters (#) or ($)   
Cards to UDC members   
    
Patriotic Activities   
Citizenship/Naturalization Hours or $   
US flag flown outside of home   
Services to active duty military (ex. Coupons, care packages)   
Cards/letters to active duty military    
Any other patriotic activity   
    
Southern Literature  The literature and arts must relate to the South during 

the period of the Confederacy, either wartime or pre- and post-war years.    
Books read - Fiction, Non-Fiction, Poetry   
Southern books donated   
Textbooks Reviewed   
Texas or US (form available)   
   
UDC Mettings/Events   
Mollie Moore Davis Meetings/Events   
Other UDC chapter events   
UDC Conventions/Forums/Events   
    
Visits/Pictures Taken   
Monuments/Memorial Markers (documents to Paula Patterson)   
Confederate Site (documents to Sarah Beene)   
    
Other Activities   
Hours of Genealogical research (personal or others)   
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Opinions expressed by individual writers are their own and do not necessarily reflect official positions of the organization. 
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January 17  Chapter Business Meeting 
   10:00 AM  
   53009 Rhones Quarter Road, Tyler, Texas 
 
January 19 Dallas 6 Jackson Maury luncheon 

(more info to follow)  
 
February 2   Texas Division Forum 
   Killeen, Texas 

February 21  Chapter Business Meeting 
   10:00 AM  
   53009 Rhones Quarter Road, Tyler, Texas 
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