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Ladies, 
 The General UDC Convention occurred last week in Atlanta, Georgia and Tami Hurley, Mary June 
Goodson, and I attended. We had a great time - not only while there, but also as we traveled together. 
We were able to visit Confederate sites as we drove and also in Atlanta. It was a wonderful experience! 
    The Division and General Conventions are excellent places to learn about the history and workings of 
our organization, as well as meet women who share our passion for Southern heritage. The Texas 
Division Convention will be held in Houston next October, and the General Convention will be in 
November in Richmond, Virginia. I hope many of our members will be able to attend both.  

Always for Dixie, 
Sarah Duncan Beene, President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 MMD 217 President’s Message 
2 2 2 

Memorial to Unknown Confederate Soldiers 

Tami Hurley, Sarah Beene and Mary June Goodson 
 at Stone Mountain Monument, Atlanta, Georgia 
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I receive inspiration when I hear of Chapters 
volunteering to help their communities become 
stronger. I am encouraged to hear about projects 
aimed to teach students the true history of our 
country. I am continually reminded that the 
Historian General’s articles are useful tools that give us access to our history 
and points of discussion for defending our heritage. 

With the Thanksgiving season upon us, be sure to take a moment to think 
about the blessings of your life and how to share and enhance the lives of 
others who are not as fortunate. 

 Ms. Nelma Crutchers 
 President General, 2018-2020      

“Education is the Key” 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If you have not purchased your President’s project pin, please consider purchasing one of these lovely 
pins. It can also be worn on a chain instead of as a pin.  
  
PRESIDENT                                                                                       
 
Dorothy Norred  
Texas Division, President  
2018-2020 

 UDC General News 
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Hello MMD Members!!! 
 
Several MMD members have just returned from a whirlwind trip to Atlanta for the 126th Annual 
General Convention. It was a great experience to bond with Texas Division Members, meet other UDC 
members and learn more about our organization. 
 
A few facts from the Convention. During 2018-19 UDC year:  
    -16,195 members in the UDC 
    -$146,000 of insignia purchased 
    -1269 - 125th Anniversary pins purchased 
    -$225,000 of scholarships awarded 
    -Average age of membership- 61.2 years old 
 
What I learned from the above numbers... we are an organization of ladies that adhere to our objectives!! 
We need to continue to add members to our Chapters. Invite someone to a meeting this year. Our 
meetings are fun and educational with good work that is completed on the Chapter, Division and 
General levels. We are stronger together!! 
 
UDC Love, 
Tami Hurley, Historian 
 

 
 

 
 

Hello Daughters, 

We have received almost everyone’d dues, thank you so much! It was very good to see everyone at our 
October meeting (and I am feeling much better than I did during the meeting!).  

Just a reminder, we will have Teresa Roane joining us again for our annual celebration on April 4th, 
2020. If you missed the convention special, you can still save by sending in your reservations now! 
Anyone purchasing tickets now through February 29th will get tickets for the low, low price of $30 per 
person!! I have already accepted several and would love it if all of our chapter was able to attend. You 
can mail your registration to me now, or pay at any upcoming meetings. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone in November! 

 

Michelle Threadgill, Treasurer 
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Have you educated yourself on how your relatives have served in the military?  Remember, as Nelda 
Crutcher, President General, 2018-2020, reminds us, “Education is the Key”.  Not only do we strive to 
research our Confederate ancestors but also research those who followed in the subsequent wars.  A 
good reminder for our family is a cousin, Horace Bradley Bynum, who served in the European Theater 
in WW II as a fighter pilot and was shot down twice.  Another cousin, Coy Martin, was the longest held 
Prisoner of War in WW II from Texas.  Following is an article about him.  Let’s try even harder to strive 
for more education about those who serve in the military to protect our rights.   

Susan Bradley Newman, 2nd Vice President   
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coy Martin joined the 8th Air Force shortly after WW2 broke out. He became a radio operator/waist 
gunner with the 305th Bomb Group called the “Can Do.” The family knew he had been a prisoner of war 
for over two years but we knew little else. He did not talk about it much for years after the war ended. 
Time does heal wounds, because in later years he would occasionally mention something that happened 
in the war. We were talking about luck one day and he joined the conversation. “When our plane was 
shot down, it broke apart,” he said. “I opened my chute and looked down and saw a beautiful blue pond 
directly below me, how lucky I thought. I’ll have a soft landing. The further down I got the more I could 
see. Finally, I realized the dots surrounding the lake were not small trees, but German soldiers and they 
all had their guns pointed at me. They didn’t shoot him; they took him prisoner. Coy Martin was among 
the group of POWs that made the death march across Austria near the end of the war. He was held 
prisoner of war for 2 years and 3 months. He came home after the war, a little different, a little scarred. 
He died of cancer December 3, 1979. He is one of the many we salute on veteran’s day. 

Ann Rounsavall, niece of Coy Martin recalls her uncle…(excerpt) as told via Coy’s daughter, Peggy Hall 

 Chapter Current News 6 
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It is with mixed emotions that I am assuming the position of Registrar for our chapter.  Mary June 
Goodson has set the bar exceptionally high!  I am saddened that she will no longer serve in this capacity, 
but also very excited for her new position working on our UDC Magazine at the General level.  I know 
she will do an excellent job!      
 
While I have worked on many of my supplementals, I have always had Mary June ready and willing to 
go over everything with a fine-toothed comb to make corrections and additions as needed.  I know I will 
now have to work harder to learn more about the specific requirements for new applications and 
supplementals.  I’m very thankful she promised to help me as I begin this journey!  I look forward to 
working with both those seeking membership in UDC and with many of you who want to add 
supplemental ancestors.  Please keep talking to family and friends to find those who would be 
interested in joining us and also, keep searching for new ancestors of your own! 

Paula Patterson, Registrar 
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Carma Weaver – October Program - 
"A.P. Hill” 

Carol Kehl and Sarah Beene 

1Mary June Goodson, Donna Jernigan, Sarah Beene, and Tami Hurley 
Patty Williams - Texas Civil War Museum, Ft. Worth 
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This is a very special month.  We have had Veteran’s Day celebrations in which some of us ladies, 3 to 
be exact, attended the Watkins/Logan Veteran’s home on Nov. 9th where we marched in the parade.  It 
was a very beautiful day for this celebration of our wonderful veterans.  Next, I received 2 
proclamations for November as American Indian Heritage month where we are to remember all the 
contributions the American Indians have given to this country.  During the month of November we are 
to think about our Native American neighbors and remember what they have contributed. Many of us 
remember the story of the first Thanksgiving and how the Indians helps our Colonial ancestors. Tyler 
Mayor Heines gave us a beautiful proclamation and Governor Greg Abbot also sent me a wonderful 
proclamation.  Next we will be celebrating Thanksgiving and the day after Thanksgiving, I turn another 
year older.  So you can see how November is a big month for me and everyone. 

This is also the time of year when many of us fall ill to colds or other raspatory illnesses.  Seems like 
many I run into are suffering with one kind or another of these infections.  Prayers for all to get well and 
those who are not sick, to stay well. 

Native American wisdom:  by Wooden Leg/ a Cheyne   (late 19th century) 

To “make medicine” is to engage upon a special period of fasting, thanksgiving, prayer and self-denial, 
even of self-torture.  The procedure is entirely a devotional exercise.  The purpose is to subdue the 
passions of the flesh and to improve the spiritual self.  The bodily abstinence and the mental 
concentration upon lofty thought cleanses both the body and the soul and puts them into or keeps them 
in health.  Then the individual mind gets closer toward conformity with the mind of the Great Medicine 
above us. 

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace.  
And be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another 
with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to 
God.  And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.” Colossians 3:15-17.  

God Bless, 
Paula Warren, Chaplain 
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Paula Warren, Susan Newman, 
Nancy Rhodes with veteran. 
 Shelby Hopkins 

Susan Newman and Nancy Rhodes 
with veteran, James Sutton 

Special thanks to Betty 
Browning and Marsha Young 
for the beautiful afghans for 
our veterans. 

 Chapter Current News 
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While Veterans Day 2019 has already passed, I found some interesting facts on the History.com 
webpage.  I thought these items were worth sharing with everyone: 

• Veterans Day occurs on November 11 every year in the United States in honor of the “eleventh 
hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month" of 1918 that signaled the end of World War I, 
known as Armistice Day. 

• In 1954, President Dwight D. Eisenhower officially changed the name of the holiday from 
Armistice Day to Veterans Day . 

• In 1968, the Uniform Holidays Bill was passed by Congress, which moved the celebration of 
Veterans Day to the fourth Monday in October. The law went into effect in 1971, but in 1975 
President Gerald Ford returned Veterans Day to November 11, due to the important historical 
significance of the date. 

• Veterans Day commemorates veterans of all wars. 
• Great Britain, France, Australia and Canada also commemorate the veterans of World War I and 

World War II on or near November 11th: Canada has Remembrance Day, while Britain has 
Remembrance Sunday (the second Sunday of November).  

• In Europe, Great Britain and the Commonwealth countries it is common to observe two minutes 
of silence at 11 a.m. every November 11. 

• Every Veterans Day and Memorial Day, Arlington National Cemetery holds an annual memorial 
service. The cemetery is home to the graves of over 400,000 people, most of whom served in the 
military. 

• 18.2 million living veterans served during at least one war as of 2018. 
• 9 percent of veterans are women. 
• 7 million veterans served during the Vietnam War. 
• 3 million veterans have served in support of the War on Terrorism. 
• Of the 16 million Americans who served during World War II, about 496,777 were still alive as of 

2018. 
• 2 million veterans served during the Korean War. 
• As of 2017, the top three states with the highest percentage of Veterans were Alaska, Maine and 

Montana, respectively. 

As Chapter Recorder of Military Service Awards, I am very honored to be a part of UDC’s 
dedication to honoring our veterans, especially those who are descendants of our Confederate 
heroes.  As Thanksgiving approaches, we should all be thankful for all our veterans and the 
freedoms we cherish as Americans.  Wishing everyone a safe and blessed Thanksgiving! 

 

  

 Chapter Current News 

Revolutionary War War Between the States World War I World War II 
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I love reading about history – not so much the events that happened but instead, I love reading about 
how people handled the different situations that life forced upon them. Recently I found a particularly 
interesting article entitled, “Hardship on the Home Front – Texas Women during the Civil War.” Right 
from the beginning, this article enticed me because it mentioned Texas and Women during the war – 
two of my favorite topics. 

The article highlights the letters written between Mollie Brooks and her husband Rufus Brooks, of Mt 
Vernon Texas, during the war. Mollie shares with her husband how she and family members were 
working his job as a teacher at a local academy, the daily hardships and illnesses they were enduring in 
his absence. Even though they lived so long ago their letters give us encouragement for us and the 
difficulties that we find ourselves facing. Lessons learned about meeting difficulties of life don’t grow 
old, instead they sustain us with wisdom, perseverance and truth.    

Examples of their letters are highlighted throughout the article and give an intimate look into the lives 
of this courageous couple. I hope that you will take time to look this article up on your computer. It is a 
short read, just few minutes but it is well worth the time. 

Loretta Tomlin, Historian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://medium.com/save-texas-history/hardship-on-the-home-front-
texas-women-during-the-civil-war-a1bc1f59b979  
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Friendly Reminders for 
Meetings and Members 

1. UDC DRESS CODE for all 
meeting is Business/Church Attire. 
Never denim or jeans, t-shirts, or 
overly revealing tops. 

2. NO CELL PHONES “ON” at 
meetings. We must all remember 
our manners. 

3. NO SHARING of Mollie Moore 
Davis 217 business information with 
anyone not in our chapter. Our 
Membership Information is 
PRIVATE and is not to be shared 
publicly or on social media. 
Information is solely used for Mollie 
Moore Davis 217 & UDC purposes.  

https://medium.com/save-texas-history/hardship-on-the-home-front-texas-women-during-the-civil-war-a1bc1f59b979
https://medium.com/save-texas-history/hardship-on-the-home-front-texas-women-during-the-civil-war-a1bc1f59b979
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 Historical Content 

MOBILE REGISTER AND ADVERTISER, January 27, 1864, p. 1, c. 8  

A lady writes to the Savannah Republican: 

 In your issue of January 11th, you inserted an article from the Mobile Register, under the caption, 
"Awake to duty." You will not object if I remonstrate a little against one conclusion drawn therein. 
"If," says the writer, "we could see the ladies plying their needles, presenting flags, etc., etc. then we 
should have hope of our country." Now I assure you the ladies are not weary sewing for the 
soldiers, but the materials have risen beyond their means. When the war began, our wardrobes were 
supplied with calico dresses, our houses with blankets, and besides these the country was full of 
goods at moderate prices. But now (three years later) how is it? Many of our dresses have been 
converted into shirts and comforts for the soldiers, the blankets have been sent to the army, and in 
some instances, where these have failed, carpets have been contributed. Many of the stores are 
entirely shut, and those which are still open charge such terrific prices that only the very wealthy 
can buy. Only think of a yard of calico costing $10, a spool of thread $2.50, a bunch of factory warp 
$43, and other things in proportion. Now are we less zealous because we sew less, when the 
materials are so far out of our reach? If the government would furnish the materials, I am sure the 
ladies would be found ready and glad to do anything for the comfort of the soldiers. No, sir, we are 
not less earnest than we were at first; we do not sympathize less with the brave defenders of 
freedom. How can we be careless when our relatives and friends are still facing the foe? — When we 
think of "what subjugation means," can we cease being anxious until our liberty is established 
beyond the shadow of a doubt.  Betts, Vicki, "Mobile Register and Advertiser, 1864" (2016). By Title. Paper 89. 
http://hdl.handle.net/10950/734 

The monthly pay of Confederate soldiers, 1861-1863, was privates, $11; corporals $13; 
1st sergeants $20 

In 1864, everyone got a $7 per month raise 
 
1860 Cotton yarn $.90/bunch NC 

December 10, 1861 Worsted yarn $.50/oz Richmond, VA 

March 12, 1862 Thread $1.25-$2.00/bunch Camden, AR 

October 22, 1862 Thread $4-$5/bunch Athens, GA 

August, 1863 Thread $18-$20/bunch Hillsborough, NC 

December 11, 1863 Thread $30-$35/bunch Marietta, GA 

December 31, 1863 Thread $40/bunch Talledega, AL 

April 27, 1864 Thread $40-$50/bunch Atlanta, GA 

January 19, 1865 Thread $56/bunch Athens, GA 

January 19, 1865 Thread $100/bunch Elberton, GA 
 

http://hdl.handle.net/10950/734
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An Attitude of Gratitude 

It’s easy to be ungrateful these days, isn’t it? It is easy to want things that we don’t have. In fact, I would 
even go so far as saying that it is stitched into the very fabric of our society. We are bombarded by 
consumerism at every turn. We are encouraged to buy the latest and greatest things on the market. We 
are constantly reminded of the fact of how little we do have rather than how much we have to be 
grateful for every day. 

In a society that is governed by the haves versus the have-nots, where money is all-powerful and helps 
characterize the varied facets of life like freedom, security and power, it is easy to be unappreciative of 
our many blessings. When you are working tirelessly to get ahead in life, especially after enduring a 
crisis like illness, death, or financial worries, it’s simple to get disillusioned and forget things for which 
we should truly be thankful. 

I decided at this particular time that I wanted to make a gratitude list to help myself celebrate 
Thanksgiving this year. These are just some of the things I am grateful for in my life: my faith, my 
family, and my friends. I find that I rely heavily upon these things when life just gets in the way. I 
wonder what our ancestors would have been grateful for during the horrible times of war and strife. I 
think they would be thankful for many of the same things you and I are grateful for every day. Why not 
make your own list of things you are grateful for this Thanksgiving. It definitely puts things in 
perspective …. That We Just Don’t Forget! 

With gratitude for my Southern Sisters, 

Patty Williams, Editor and Publisher 

 

Book Review  

Parthenia Antoinette Hague lived in Alabama in the 1860s. In 1888, she published a book, A 
BLOCKADED FAMILY. The book was endorsed personally by Jefferson Davis and Gen. Beauregard 
and is a book of great interest, describing the expedients resorted to by the people of blockaded districts 
to procure the necessities of life. 
 
The book presents a picture of life in Southern Alabama during the civil war. The 
patience and the heroism displayed by the women of the South during four years of 
conflict, especially when we take into consideration the luxury which they had 
formerly enjoyed, has often been acknowledged; and the book in question gives 
details of their daily life, of their privations, and yet of their occasional pleasures, the 
reading of which is sure to interest. The tone in which the story is told also commends 
itself. There is not a word of reproach in it, and not a note of harshness or 
vindictiveness sounded. www.amazon.com (reviewed on Amazon) 

13 12 

 Editorial 

https://www.wanderlustworker.com/how-to-get-ahead-in-life-and-exit-the-rat-race/
http://www.amazon.com/
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Record of Service 2019-2020 November 2019 
    
Benevolent   
Donations - Time/Talent (not church)   
Donation of Items and Value   
Monetary Donations   
Other Donations   
    
Confederate Flags   
Purchased (Any Item with Confederate flag)   
Confederate flags placed on graves by member   
Confederate flag Flown/Displayed by member (# of days)   
Other   
Heritage Preservation   
Letters/call/emails   
    
Randolph Relief/Real Daughters   
Cards to RR members (#) or ($)   
Cards to Real Daughters (#) or ($)   
Cards to UDC members   
    
Patriotic Activities   
Citizenship/Naturalization Hours or $   
US flag flown outside of home   
Services to active duty military (ex.care packages)   
Cards/letters to active duty military    
Any other patriotic activity   
    
Southern Literature  The literature and arts must relate to the South during 

the period of the Confederacy, either wartime or pre- and post-war years.    
Books read - Fiction, Non-Fiction, Poetry   
Southern books donated   
Textbooks Reviewed   
Texas or US (form available)   
   
UDC Meetings/Events   
Mollie Moore Davis Meetings/Events   
Other UDC chapter events   
UDC Conventions/Forums/Events   
    
Visits/Pictures Taken   
Monuments/Memorial Markers    
Confederate Sites   
    
Other Activities   
Hours of Genealogical research (personal or others)   
  



                                                                                    

Volume 20, Issue 3 “Think, Love, Pray, Dare, Live” November 2019 

  

14 



                                                                                    

Volume 20, Issue 3 “Think, Love, Pray, Dare, Live” November 2019 

 

  

 

  

 
 

 

Opinions expressed by individual writers are their own and do not necessarily reflect official positions of the organization. 
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November 21      Chapter Business Meeting  
   10:00 AM  
   5309 Rhones Quarter Road, Tyler, Texas 

 
December 19            Christmas Chapter Meeting 

Tami Hurley’s Home 
712 S. Chilton Ave. Tyler,TX 

 
    

9 13 
14 15 15 


